A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
THE LAST FIFTEEN YEARS: UP TO THE DEATH
OF QUEEN VICTORIA (1885-1901)
Nature of the Period* With the last fifteen years before
the death of Queen Victoria we enter the contemporary period
—that is, we are dealing with events which many living men
can remember, and, before the close of the reign, with events
which are familiar to everybody over forty.
The nearer an historical matter comes to our own time, the
more difficult it is to put it in its right perspective; and since
it is the business of the historian to judge cause and effect, the
less can true history be written and the more does that necessity
for suspending judgment make the relation of past things more
and more of a mere chronicle.   As we approach the end of these
fifteen years this character naturally increases; the succeeding
period between the death of Queen Victoria and our own time
can be no more than a brief succession of leading events with
their dates.    We cannot even tell, with regard to things so
near to us, which will ultimately prove most important.  Thus,
the men of the day did not at all appreciate the vast importance
to England and die world of the Irish Famine;  thirty years
later some few men had begun to appreciate it; its full magni-
tude is hardly appreciated even now.   And so it is and will be
with the events of our own time.
However, certain main lines are apparent. The colonies,
later to be called Dominions, not only increased in weight, but
came to be more regarded (rightly or wrongly) as part of the
same Commonwealth with England. The term 'Imperial'
comes more and more into use, and by the end of the period,
just before the death of Queen Victoria, the use of that word
' Imperial' is not only universal, but, with an increasing number
of people, is taking the place of the word 'English*: and the
term 'Empire' is made to do service for two very different
things, the self-governing, scattered, but large communities of
white men of mixed race—Australasia, the Cape, Canada—and
also for the English rule over India, upon which in reality the
whole strength of the system depends.
A second marked feature of this period is that in it there was
a great change in the religious attitude of the English people, and
added to this change (a third mark of the time) came the gradual
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